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“]”hc joint lJ. S.flkance  3’OPT{X/Poseidon sa(cllite.  was launched On
August 10, 1992, and bccamc operational 42. days later. ‘J’hc
major goal of the mission is to usc a radar altimeter system  for
making prwisc mcasurcmcn[s  of the height of the sca surface for
the stu(iy of the dynamics of large-scale ocean circulation, w}tich is
a kcy to undcrstanclil~g  global climate change. Additionally, the data
arc used for studying Occali tides and marilic geophysics. “J’hc
radar altimeter also measures wave hcig,ht and wind sjxxd. The
mission is being conducted to optimize the sea surfi~ce  height
nlcasurcmcnts  for a mininlum  of three years. ‘1’hc.  primary
ohjcctivc  of the first six months of the. mission was to calibrate and
Va]idate. t!~c nlissi~n’s mcas~~rcn~clits. ‘J”he verification results
indicate that all the nwasurc]ncnt objectives have bmn met. In Fact,
many nwasurmcnts  have excccded  performance rcquirclnc.nts.  The
rtx)t-l]lc:ill-st]ili{rc  crmr of a single-pass sca }mighl  mcasurcmcnt is
estimated to be less thin] 6 cm, far better than the pcrforinancc of
any other satellite altimeters, A surnli~ary  of the mission’s results
during  the first year will be prcselitcd. ‘1’hc emphasis will be placed
on the assessment of the mission’s unique cfipabi]ity for the study
of large-scale ocean circulation.
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